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Whether you come from near at hand or have travelled from distant parts you are

- very welcome to our village of Lenamore in South Longford. - Lenamore ~the big

. meadow - derives its name from the vast expanse of meadow and grazing land in its
vicinity, The land around Lenamore is rich and fertile and is regarded as one of
the leading cattle fattening areasg of Irelang, ‘

Situated near the Westmeath border and forming part of ancient Teffia, the Lenamore
iarea is steeped in history. it Aghorra, two miles west of the village, stands an
ivy=-clad, ruined castle of the O'Farrells, Chieftains of Longford.

- The ruins of Kathreagh are those of = Church erected in the early years of the 17th
century by Nathaniel Fox, a local landlord, This we learn from the .inscription on
his tomb in the Church. This tomb is & sarcophagus surmounted by the armour-clad,
‘recumbent figure of Nathaniel and loc21ly referred to as the "stone man'., .

wuite near the verue for the Droma Final is a "Mass Hock", - proof that the harsh
Penal Laws cast their shadow across this corner of Ireland; proof too that the people
of Lenamore were unwavering in loyalty to their Faith, In fact the very name of

the parish - Legan (the Rock) - reminds us to~day of our proud heritage, -
The area to which you have come to-night had close connections with the Fénians of
1867.,’_Only a short distance from here flows the river Inny, immortzlised by the
Longford poet, John Keegan Casey, in his "The Rising of the Moon'", In the mid
19th gentury, the young wmen of Lenaniore zand adjoining areas met Hin the old spot

by the.river'! to drill ang train secretly by moonlight, Period swords and pikes
found in tle vicinity point to an active Fenian Branch in the district,

Lenamore is proud of the number of her native sons who became eminent Churchmen.
Dr. Peter Flood, Professor and Superior of the University of Lombards and later to

- hecome the second President of Maynooth College, was born here in 1750, His Grace,

_ost Reverend Patrick K, Flood, archbishop of Trinidad (1889) claimed Lenamore as
his birthplace. Nearer our own day, Right Reverend Monsignor Langan, Vicar
General of the Diocese of Ardagh angd Clonmacnoise 1927-1951), saw light of day here,
At the age of 98 Monsignor Langan was the oldest Zeclesiastic in the world., His
life spanned the reign of five Popes and he had dudiences with all of them, '

The Parochial Hall here, venue for the 1970 Macra Drama Final, was built in the

ecord time of three months and was formally opened on 8th December, 1949, by

nsignor Langan. He named it the "iuroralt meaﬁing "Dawn'f, It certainly

arked the dawn of = new, brighter ers for the area, end it is fitting that, 21 years
+ater, The Aurora Hall should, at its coming of age, have the honour of staging the
Macra Drama Final, | : ‘
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With this picture of a typical country villace and with these few fragments of

parochial history, it is our earnest wish that you enjoy your short visit and thyt

you will take -away pleasant memories of our county and village,
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Ta suil againn g0 mbainfidh sibh taithneamh s na drsmas agus guimid slan abhaile

chugaibh ina ndiaidn,
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